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ŠPELA STERLE DANCE 

presents 
VERVE DANCES 

 
 
Špela Sterle Dance presents Verve Dances. All performances will take place at Joyce 
SoHo located at 155 Mercer Street in New York City. The opening night performance is 
on Friday, October 10, 2003 at 8pm. The entire performance schedule is as follows: 
   
Friday-Sunday                                  October 10-12                                    8pm 
 
Tickets are $15 and $12 for students and seniors and can be reserved by calling  
(212) 334-7479. The Box Office is open only on each performance night at 7:30pm. 
 
Verve Dances is an evening of contemporary dance works that fuse movement with an 
eclectic blend of art media.  Five different pieces make up Dances: In the Field, Inner 
Change, Ice/Formation of the Waters, and premieres Miss Conception and To Every 
Story. Verve Dances represents choreographer Spela Sterle's quest to meld the disparate 
cultures of two lands—the natural beauty of her native Slovenia, and the urban force of 
her adopted home of New York City.   
 
Miss Conception is an exploration of movement in confined space, evocative of birth and 
rebirth in all stages of life.  Confinement can be both negative and positive—once the 
dancer has explored every possibility inside a bounded space, she breaks out…and 
evolves.  That evolution—staged in Ice/Formation of the Waters—is both beautiful and 
shattering, as the trio of dancers collide then disperse, losing ties, losing touch, as they 
reach to the far corners of the earth.  Dislocation is the risk…and that is explored in the 
electric, dramatic Inner Change.  The dancer confronts her own duality, the murky waters 
of her subconscious…and tries to reconcile all the aspects of her soul.  Strength for that 
journey is found In the Field—a dance that evokes the Slovenian farmland where Ms. 
Sterle came of age, and the quiet, feminine power of its beauty.  Finally, To Every Story 
claims it all; through text and movement, the dancer takes both the urban and organic 
world and fuses them in a sensual declaration of her own multifaceted being. 
 
For Ice/ Formation of the Waters and Inner Change, Ms. Sterle collaborates with 
“Acquaman” on original electronic scores. Andy Parsons, jazz saxophonist and 
composer, performs live in Miss Conception (with the support of a grant from Meet The 
Composer). Set design for Miss Conception is by Paula Digioia. On costumes, Ms. Sterle  
collaborated with Patti Glistrap.  The video projection for In The Field is by Slovenia 



based visual media artist Matej Košir. Michael Eldridge wrote the text for To Every 
Story; accompanying video is by Adam Etline. Preformed by Natalie Agee, Laura 
Caldow, Paulina Danilczyk, Stephanie Lazzara, Eden Mazer, Cara Regan, Stacy 
Sumpman and Špela Sterle.  
 
Choreographer and dancer Špela Sterle came to New York in 1997. Since then she has 
been performing extensively throughout NYC with various choreographers, and has been 
presenting her own work since 1999. Before coming to NYC, she was a member of the 
Slovenian National Ballet. Trained in classical ballet, Cunningham, and Klein Technique, 
her movement vocabulary is far ranging—and she uses it to explore her own movement 
vocabulary and style. Her work was selected by New Dance Alliance for The 
Performance Mix Series Spring 2003 at the Joyce SoHo. Her work has been also 
performed at the Brooklyn Museum of Art, The Bridge For Dance, Dance Space Center, 
the Broome Street Loft, the Spoke the Hub’s Winter Follies, WAX and The Construction 
Company.                      
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This program has been made possible in part through the sponsorship of The Field, and 
with funding provided by Meet The Composer, Inc.  
 
Funding from Meet The Composer, Inc. is provided with the support of NY State Council 
on the Arts, NYC Department of Cultural Affairs, ASCAP, Virgil Thomson Foundation, 
Jerome Foundation, JP Morgan Chase, Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust, The Eleanor 
Naylor Dana Charitable Trust, The Greenwall Foundation, and National Endowment for 
the Arts.                                                                   

 

 
The creation of Joyce SoHo was made possible by the magnanimous support of the 
LuEsther T. Mertz Charitable Trust.  Joyce SoHo is supported by private funds from The 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, Doris 
Duke Charitable Foundation, The Harkness Foundation for Dance, J.P. Morgan Chase, 
Mertz-Gilmore Foundation, and by public funds from the New York State Council on the 
Arts, a State Agency, and the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. 
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